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July and August bring the long days of summer, school holidays, garden jobs, community
events and — this year — plenty of football. With the World Cup taking place across
Canada, Mexico and the USA, we wish England, Scotland and all the European teams
the very best of luck, and we wish supporters and teams from every country safe travels,
good spirit and a tournament remembered for the right reasons. The 2026 World Cup
runs from 11 June to 19 July.

This is our July/August double issue, as the Oracle volunteers take a short and well-
earned summer break before the next edition. Inside you’ll find local dates, church
services, parish council updates, walks, community groups, the Village Show details,
adverts from local businesses, and articles reflecting on war, faith, community life and the
wider world.

Thank you, as always, to everyone who sends in copy, delivers magazines, supports our
advertisers, helps behind the scenes, or simply reminds a neighbour that the Oracle is out.
However vaii snend the siimmer — cheering football, seeing family, enjoying the garden,
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Down:

Across
1 Very small (4) 1 Song-thrush (8)
3 Rich (8) 2 More pleasant (5)
9 Hermit (7) £51 E\tj;(:]p::?n language (6)
10 Adder (5
11 Categories 55; 6 Female ruler (7)
12 Young cattle (6) ;g’lountlalnslake (4)
14 Servile follower (6) truggle (6)
16 A type of puzzle (6) 12 g;_Sk (8) ;
19 Tumult, pandemonium (6) o Ipzer( ) ©
21 Rope fibre (5 € adaman
24 Sandy cgmmon 55; 18 Intelligent (6)
25 Young goose (7) ?O Plgmdentsmade from clay and
26 Competitions (8) iron oxi e (5)
27 Retained (4) 22 Pig (3)

23 Elegantly stylish (4)

' The heart of your community ‘

A community bulletin produced and distributed for the
~ Ortons, Alwalton & Chesterton. Supporting all our Churches

Where the community, local trades and all the local Churches meet
‘ The Oracle is published by a team of dedicated volunteers and delivered to
Over 7000 homes If you can help in any way please get in touch at; ‘
ortonoracle@hotmail.co.uk.
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Community noticeboard Orton Waterville Village Hall -
July / August 2026 Annual General Meeting 2026 .1' %reenwood
Are you interested in finding out N HIOIEC
19 Jul— World Cup Final more about Orton Waterville

Village Hall? The Management
Committee will be holding the

8 Aug — Hereward Harmony Annual General Meeting at

concert, St Michael’s Church The Village Hall, 11, Glebe Avenue,
Orton Waterville, PE2 5EN on & Personallcare
13 Aug — A level results day Wednesday, 15th July, 2026 from & Companionship
2.45p.m. & Complex Care
20 Aug — GCSE results day You are warmly invited to come & Medication SuppOrt i

along to find out how the Hallis run © Live-in Care

and how we support the Orton
Waterville community.

31 Aug — Summer Bank Holiday

01733 808531

peterborough@greenwoodhomecare.co.uk
www.greenwoodhomecare.co.uk

Free bulky waste collections We look forward The

on various dates. to welcoming yol

Community

Orton Waterville Village Show Saturday 5 September 2026

Do you have a hobby or skill? Do you enjoy delicious cakes? Would you like to meet local people?

This year’s Village Show takes place at the Village Hall, Glebe Avenue on Saturday 5 September from 2pm to 5pm.
Show Schedules, providing information on the Show’s categories and how to enter your exhibit, are available from local
shops and businesses. Alternatively you can request one by emailing stewart.goodacre@gmail.com or phoning Joan on
07816 533956.

Entry night for exhibitors is on Tuesday 1 September between 7-8pm at the Village Hall or the entry forms can be givento a
committee member (listed in the Show Schedule). Exhibitors should bring their entries to the Village Hall on show day
between 8.30-10.15am.

There is a wide-range of categories for you to enter, including fruit, vegetables, baking, art, photography, flowers,
preserves, drinks, floral art, handicrafts and up-cycling.

Why not keep your children entertained over the summer holiday by entering them in the creative categories designed
especially for their age group.

There will be stalls at the Show including children’s games, vintage, a raffle, the popular tea and cake tent and a Prosecco
stall.

The Village Show is a fun event and whether you exhibit at the Show or not, the afternoon is an opportunity to meet people
from your community. If anyone would like to offer assistance on the day or bake a cake, please email or phone as above.
We look forward to seeing you. - The Orton Waterville Show Committee.

< p
/\K\CLUB \,'\ The Orton Social Group CRAFT CAFE
There's a new S;oci;i.cllx; -in Peterborough Frlday 3rd JU l.y
for neurodivergent and disabled adults. .
Friday 7t August
All Welcome )
First Thursday of the month ORTON WATERVILLE
Eacicsiep 2 - 4pm, Orton Waterville .
pm. Methodist Chapel
Village Hall )
Tea, coffee and cakes will be From 2:30pm
served and there will be a raffle /
each month along with a O ?

chatting to some new friends.

Where - Peterborough City College Everyone is welcome! Y 4
When - Last Friday of every Month (B — —

Time - 7pm till 9pm
£5 entry, Support staff free

. . 'O
tabletop quiz. Come and enjoy //zjd -

www.abigjay.com



Orton Longueville
Parish Council
Contact Parish Clerk Alison Brown on
07907 160161 Chairman is Nick
Penniall
Meetings are held on the fourth
Thursday of each month except August
in the Herlington Community Centre,
Orton at 7:00 pm.

Members of the public are welcome to
attend and will have an opportunity at
the start of the meeting to bring up
matters of concern which the Parish
Council will discuss at a future meeting
if they can’t be dealt with immediately.
Agendas and minutes can be obtained
from the website:
ortonlongueville-pc.gov.uk

Community Litterpicks
The regular monthly litter pick from
The Herlington Centre is taking a
break. If any community or local group
in Orton wishes to organise a litter
picking event please feel free to loan
equipment stored at The Herlington
Centre. This can be loaned by
contacting the centre Mon- Thur and
speaking to Dave Warne on 01733
233132 or visiting the centre in
person. Individuals are also welcome
to borrow the equipment. For help and
support in organising a litter pick in
your own area contact Ward
Councillor ClIr Heather Skibsted on
01733201085 Or Peterborough Litter
Wombles on Facebook

Orton Waterville Parish Council
Parish Clerk is Mrs Alison Brown who can
be contacted by email:
clerk@ortonwaterville-pc.gov.uk or
by telephone 01733 346483.Meetings are
now taking place on the last VWednesday
of each month (except August) at 7:00 pm
in the Orton Waterville Village Hall, Glebe
Avenue. Members of the Public are
welcome. Should you have a matter to
raise, please contact the Clerk before the
meeting. Agendas and minutes can be
obtained from the website
ortonwatervilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Natter & Knit, Crochet, Embroider
or Cross Stitch at the...

Craft & Chat Group
We meet on a Tuesday at Orton
Waterville Village Hall between
10:00-12:00Come along and enjoy a
chat while you knit or sew! £2.00
per session includes tea and

biscuits.
Contact: Gina 07809 292379

Orton Bridge Club
Meets Monday and Friday evenings:
Orton Wistow Community Centre
We are a small, friendly club and
new members will be made most

welcome Please ring Brian Harrison
on 01733 661507 for further details

SUMMER AT ST.MICHAEL’S
During the summer months our coffee
mornings will be resumed at St. Michael’s
church, Chesterton. They will be on.
Thursday 2nd July,

Tuesday 4th August,
Wednesday 2nd September
We also have a Book stall, Raffle, Tombola
and a Bring and buy stall. Home made
cakes available.

All proceeds to the Women'’s refuge,
supported by
Peterborough Women'’s Aid.

We look forward to meeting you

Whist Group
Meets on a Friday evening, 6.30pm -
9.30pm at
Orton Waterville Village Hall.
The charge £3 per session with tea
| coffee provided.

It's a friendly group and has been
going for 40+ years but would
welcome new people

WHIST

SUNDAYS IN JULY
Cream teas at St Michael’s Church
Chesterton
2.30-4.30pm Relax and enjoy

SILVERTOPS at
CHRIST CHURCH

For the over 60s at Christ
Church Orton Goldhay
Wednesdays at |0am except
3rd Wednesday of each
month at 2pm

Hereward Harmony in Concert

At St. Michael’s Church
August 8th 7.30pm
Tickets on sale from July

ST.ANDREW’S

ALWALTON —
Coftee Morning : ’p
1030-1230. v
Wednesday 8" July w

Wednesday 12t August
ALL WELCOME

Rummikub & Scrabble
Friday 10" and 24" July &
Friday 14'" and 28" August
From 2:30pm
Friendly fun for all abilities

Orton Waterville Methodist
Chapel Chapel Lane

Orton Waterville Methodist
Chapel,Chapel Lane

Drop-in for the Retired
Every Monday
afternoon between 2pm and 4pm

®
om0
s ORTON
.;. ( a.
.?:"« @2
L)

Meet up with old friends and make
some new ones, hewspapers,
magazines, games and crafts

available to keep the hands and the
mind active or spend time in
company over tea and biscuits.

www.abigjay.com
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Wa I, whatis it good for? - Somereaders may remember an earlier Oracle article called “War, what is it good
for?” The title came from the famous song, which answers: “Absolutely nothing.”

And that still feels true. War destroys homes, kills people, splits up families and leaves fear behind for years. Most people do not
want war. They want normal lives — school, work, family meals, birthdays, gardens, football, church, shopping, and the simple
feeling of being safe.

But Ukraine has shown that the question is not always easy.

Ukrainian families did not ask for bombs, tanks or ruined towns. Many had to leave home with very little. Some came to the UK,
and many British families welcomed them into spare rooms, schools, churches and local communities. That kindness matters.
It showed that, even when the world feels frightening, ordinary people can still choose to help.

At the same time, Ukraine has had to defend itself. That does not mean war is good. It means that sometimes people have no
choice but to protect their homes, their children and their future.

In a recent interview, Polish Deputy Prime Minister Radek Sikorski spoke very clearly about this. Poland is close to the danger
and understands the fear of Russian aggression. He said Britain had done the right thing in supporting Ukraine, and that
Ukraine’s resistance is one reason Russia has not been able to simply take what it wanted. He also pointed out that Ukraine has
achieved far more than many people expected — pushing back in the Black Sea, keeping exports moving, stopping Russia from
fully controlling the skies, and damaging parts of Russia’s oil industry that help fund the war.

That is not a celebration of war. It is a reminder that courage and support can stop aggression from winning.
But we also need to think about what is happening closer to home. Not everyone agrees about helping Ukraine, and anger
about migration can be stirred up very quickly. Recent violence in Belfast, where homes and vehicles were set alight and

migrant families were frightened, should make us stop and think. Reuters reported that a RODNEY HALL

had to flee through her back door after a neighbouring house was set on fire. Plas1'er'ing

In today’s world, fear spreads fast through social media, politics, money and outside inflt Services

. L . - . . . . . Your Local Plasterer Over 20 Years
Sometimes it is hard to know who is stirring things up, who is paying for it, or who gains wl Experience Quality Workmanship

neighbours start seeing each other as enemies. We have seen public concern about polit| Providing the community with a professional &
. A . . L. . reliable service: - Plaster boarding - Plastering
donations, including a formal inquiry into whether Nigel Farage should have declared a la| - Tacking - Re-skimming - Dry lining -

. . . . ) . Rendering * Coving * Painting of Ceilings &
gift from a crypto billionaire. We have also seen powerful voices online using dangerous | Walls
- . L For honest, friendly, no obligation advice,
language: Elon Musk, warned that “violence is coming” to the UK. please call

i . . Rodney on Telephone: 01733 761605
We do need to ask questions. Who benefits when people are made afraid of each other?\ Mobile: 07788 663595
Email: rodney.halll1@ntlworld.com

families who have already run from war? And who benefits if support for Ukraine weakens
The situation around Iran and the Strait of Hormuz reminds us of the same thing in anothe

away, it can still affect ordinary people through fuel prices, trade, fear and uncertai 3—7
\

13 Charles Cope Road, Orton Waterville, Peterborough

So maybe the old song is still right: war itself is good for absolutely nothing. Q\é:;
But helping people who are under attack is not the same as loving war. Welcoming | =

families who have lost their homes is not weakness. It is humanity. "y .
We empower & educate you to achieve

o ) ) optimal skin health using our bespoke skin
The hard question is this: can we hate war, but still stand with people who have no | gesthetic treatments & clinical gr;uﬁoprnducu

choice but to defend themselves? And can we make sure our own communities stg S0 you can be the best pamral "CNiOﬂ_Of'
kind, fair and safe for people who have already lost so much? yourself and be happy in your own skin

H;«:dh n»zﬂ\.
\
eE |
LGm 2
: ¥
®
- -

Advanced Skin Specialist and Massage Therapist
www.andsobeautiful.co.uk
07905 926902

C i <€s, (bmttéd[_ y
¢
e
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Parish councils: Practical Work Across the Ortons

The annual reports from Orton Waterville Parish Council and Orton Longueville Parish Council show just how much local
work happens quietly in the background to keep the Ortons running well.

Both councils have been focused on practical improvements: supporting community groups, commenting on planning
applications, looking after parish assets, improving safety, and helping residents feel more connected to local decision-
making.

In Orton Waterville, the Parish Council continues to employ a Lengthsperson who works around different areas of the parish,
reporting fly-tipping and helping target places that need more attention. Residents are encouraged to report problem spots to
the Clerk so these areas can be prioritised. The council has also continued its free bulky waste service, held at the small car
park behind Ortongate Centre, with future dates listed on the parish website and noticeboards.

The Waterville council also awarded grants to local causes, including support for counselling at Ormiston Bushfield Academy,
mindfulness and internet safety work in local primary schools, Magpas Air Ambulance, and 2nd Nene St Peter Air Scouts. Work
has also continued at the cemetery, St Mary’s churchyard, the Gannocks play area and allotment sites.

In Orton Longueville, the Chair’s report highlights progress including the Oakleigh Park tree planting and further plans, work
towards a defibrillator installation, and VAS speed signage to help address safety concerns. The council also reported that
its first community festival at Orton Park Cricket Club was a success and something it hopes to repeat.

Longueville councillors were consulted on 28 planning applications during the year, giving 26 neutral responses and 2
objections. The council also supported local groups, including Botolph Green Residents Association, Mary’s Child, Magpas Air
Ambulance, and signage for 2nd Nene Scout Group.

Recently one new item on the Orton Longueville Parish Council agenda was dog control and responsible dog ownership —
a topic that affects many residents, whether they are dog owners, walkers, families using green spaces, or people concerned
about safety and cleanliness.

A shared theme across both reports is the importance of residents’ voices. Planning applications, local facilities, litter, traffic,
green spaces and community events all rely on people noticing what is happening and getting involved. Parish councils cannot
solve everything, but they are often the first local place where concerns can be heard and practical action can begin.

So if something in your area needs attention — or if you simply want to understand what is being discussed — check your

parish council noticeboard or website, read the agendas and minutes, and consider attending a meeting. The Ortons work
best when residents, councillors and community groups all play a part.

Y ORTON LONGUEVILLE| [SUSieNRU/NRa i ine:

PARISH CO1UNCITL PARISH COUNCIL

FREE BULKY WASTE COLLECTIONS -
ORGANISED BY ORTON LONGUEVILLE & ORTON WATERVILLE PARISH COUNCILS

Saturday 25th July 2026 - 10am-1.00pm. Herlington Centre car park, Orton Malborne
Saturday 26th September 2026 - 10am-1pm - Orton Centre, small car park behind sh
Saturday 24th October 2026 - 10am-1.00pm. Herlington Centre car park, Orton Malbol

We may close 10 minutes early if demand is high to ensure contractors leave on time.
On arrival, please respect the queuing system in place and hand your waste directly
to the lorry operatives.

Contact the Parish Clerk for more information: clerk@ortonlongueville-pc.gov.uk

We DO NOT COLLECT the following items;
Ashes / Ceramics/ Soil / Bricks / Rubble / Stone / Gravel / Concrete /
Sand / Asbestos / Qil/ Paint/ Tyres / Trade Waste

www.abigjay.com
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Orton Waterville Methodist Chapel.

Chapel Lane.
Sunday Morning Worship
Normal services 10:30am.

Sunday 12th July Circuit Service
at Brookside Methodist Church, 10:30am

Sunday 19th July Holy Communion
with Rev. David Parkes

Sunday 23rd August Holy Communion
3:00pm with Rev. Colin Sherwood

Sunday 30th August Circuit Service
at Christ Church - 3:00pm

All are welcome.

Orton Friends - Drop in for retired people.
Every Monday afternoon between 2:00pm and 4:00pm
Come and meet with friends old and new.
Share in a variety of activities and refreshments.
SCRABBLE AND RUMMIKUB
Friday 10th and 24th July and 14th and 28th August
From 2:30pm
CRAFT CAFE
Friday 3rd July AND 7th August
From 2:30pm

ORTON GOSPEL HALL

Malborne Way, Peterborough, PE2 5LX

EXPLORERS - SUNDAYS (EXCEPT 3RD SUNDAY) AT 12PM.
Term time only. Singing, quizzes & Bible stories for
primary school-aged children.

Goob NEWS SERVICE -1ST,2ND AND 5TH SUNDAYS
AT 4:30PM.
A good news message from the Bible for everyone.

FAMILY SPECIAL - 3RD SUNDAY AT 4:30PM.
| ABible-based message, songs, quizzes and a buffet tea
' for the whole family.

TEA & TOTS - TUESDAYS AT 10AM.
Term time only. Fun, snacks, stories and singing for
pre-school children.

D, CoFFEE MORNING -1ST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH
(s ATIOAM.
=@ Atime of warmth, company, hot drinks & cake.

www.ortongospelhall.org.uk

CHRIST CHURCH
ORTON GOLDHAY AND ORTON MALBORNE

Revd Canon Sarah Gower
sarahcgower@btinternet.com or 01733 394411

JULY Services

Sunday July 05 10.00am Morning Worship
Sunday July 12 10.00am Holy Communion
Sunday July 19 10.00am Morning Worship
Sunday July 26 10.00am Holy Communion

Coffee Connect meets twice this month on Fridays, July 10 &
24, from 2.00 — 4.00pm. Do come along for a cup of coffee or
tea, for homemade cakes and biscuits, and for a chat.

AUGUST Services
Sunday Aug 02 10.00am Morning Worship
Sunday Aug 09 10.00am Holy Communion
Sunday Aug 16 10.00am Morning Worship
Sunday Aug 23 10.00am Morning Worship
Sunday Aug 30 10.00am Morning Worship
3.00pm United Methodist Circuit Service

Coffee Connect meets twice this month on Fridays, Aug 14 &
28, from 2.00 — 4.00pm. Do come along for a cup of coffee or
tea, for homemade cakes and biscuits, and for a chat.

Summer Holiday Messy Church BBQ is happening on Friday,
August 07, from 10.30 — 12.30, with fun and activities for all the
family — bbq lunch included. We look forward to seeing you!

CHRIST CHURCH 2 BENSTEAD ORTON GOLDHAY,
PETERBOROUGH PE2 5JJ

St. Michael’s Church Chesterton
Rev Canon Sarah Gower - 01733 394411

Services for July
5th 9am Holy Communion
12th 5pm Evening Prayer
19th 9am Morning Prayer
26th 5pm Evening Communion

In July we will be serving Cream Teas at
The church from 2.30- 4.30pm

Services for August
2nd 9am Holy Communion
9th 5pm Evening Prayer
16th 9am Morning Prayer
23rd 5pm Holy Communion
30th 9am Morning Prayer

To learn more about our church visit the
“A Church Near You” website.

All Welcome
BCP usually used

www.abigjay.com
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The Orton Benefice: St Mary’s Orton Waterville and Holy
Trinity, Orton Longueville.
Revd. Imogen Falvey. Tel: 01733 230896.
revimogen@gmail.com (Rest day Friday)
Full details of church services can be on-line :
A Church Near You website.

St Mary’s Orton Waterville
Church Warden
Mr Daniel Goymour
01733 231535

Holy Trinity Orton Longueville
Church Wardens
Jackie Harrison 01733 238732 Mrs Sue
Martin 01733 288875
Baptism and Churchyard enquiries
Jackie Harrison 01733 238732
jackie.54.Harrison@gmail.com
Wedding and Funeral Enquiries Revd
Falvey 01733 230896
revimogen@gmail.com

For bookings of Weddings and
Baptisms and Funeral Enquiries
Revd Falvey 01733 230896
revimogen@gmail.com

St Mary’s Church, Orton Waterville

July 2026
Sunday 5th @ 9am Morning Praise

Sunday 12th @ 9am Holy Communion
Sunday 19th @ 9am Holy Communion
Sunday 26th @ 9am Morning Praise
All services followed by refreshments
Charity Coffee Morning on Saturday 25th 10.30-noon

August 2026
Sunday 2nd @ 9am Holy Communion

Sunday 9th @ 9am Morning Praise
Sunday 16th @ 9am Holy Communion
Sunday 23rd @ 9am Morning Praise
Sunday 30th @ 11am Benefice Holy Communion followed
by Bring & Share Lunch
Charity Coffee Morning on Saturday 22nd 10.30-noon

Holy Trinity Church, Orton Longueville

July 2026

Wednesday 1st @ 9.30am BCP Holy Communion

Sunday 5th @ 10.30am First Sunday Worship
Sunday 12th @ 10.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 19th @ 10.30am Morning Praise
Sunday 26th @ 10.30am Worship for All Holy Communion

All morning services followed by refreshments
Coffee Morning on Saturday 11th 10.30-noon.

August 2026
Sunday 2nd @ 10.30am First Sunday Worship

Wednesday 5th @ 9.30am BCP Holy Communion
Sunday 9th @ 10.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 16th @ 10.30am Worship for All Holy Communion
Sunday 23rd @ 10.30am Morning Praise
Sunday 30th @ 11am Benefice Holy Communion @ St Mary’s, followed by
Bring & Share Lunch
Coffee Morning on Saturday 8th 10.30-noon

CHRISTIAN PRESENCE

CHURCH
founded in 1976 in Orton Malborne
Herlington Community Centre

5t July - 10.30am

12t July - 10.30am
19t July - 10.30am
26t July - 10.30am

2nd August - 10.30am
9th August - 10.30am
16th August - 10.30am
234 August - 10.30am
30th August - 10.30am

Contact: Tracey
07479933845

All are welcome

www.abigjay.com

St Andrew’s Alwalton

Serving Orton Southgate, Northgate,
Wistow and Alwalton
www.alwaltonchurch.org.uk
Revd Canon Sarah Gower
Tel 01733- 394411
Church Wardens
Prof Jonathon Chambers
07803 500840
Mr Timothy Burgess
07785942166

THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

All services at 10.30am

July 2026

5th  Family Service

12th Morning Worship
19th Holy Communion
26th Morning Worship

AUGUST 2026
2nd  Family Service
9th  Morning Worship
16th Holy Communion
23rd Morning Worship
30th Café Church in the
Colonel Dane Hall

Services based on
Common Worship

For other activities
please see the website
Learning, loving & living for Christ
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Ancient Stories, Shared Questions: Where Story Becomes Faith
Many religions begin with stories. Before there are creeds, church buildings, rulebooks or formal theology, there are tales of
creation, gods, families, floods, journeys, battles, exile and hope.

To modern readers, some of these stories can feel strange — even fantastic. Talking snakes, chaos monsters, divine
councils, floods covering the earth, towers reaching heaven, brothers fighting over blessing, and chosen families carrying
promises through generations. These are not stories written like modern news reports or science textbooks. They come from
ancient worlds where people used story to ask the biggest questions: Where did we come from? Why do people hurt each
other? What is justice? Who are we? And where is God — or the gods — in all this?

One strand is the Genesis story-world. Eden, Cain and Abel, Noah, Babel, Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob and
Joseph all explore human beginnings. These stories ask why the world feels broken, why families divide, why jealousy
becomes violence, why people seek blessing, and how a community remembers where it came from. For Jewish and
Christian faith, these stories became sacred foundations — but they also remain deeply human stories about blame, fear,
rivalry, migration, survival and promise.

A second strand comes from the wider ancient Near East, including Babylonian stories such as Marduk and Tiamat. In that
story-world, creation is linked with chaos, conflict and divine power. Marduk defeats Tiamat, a chaos-sea figure, and order is
brought to the world. This is not the same as Genesis, and it does not mean the Bible is simply “copied”. But it does show
that ancient peoples were asking similar questions through vivid mythic language: How did order come from chaos? Who
rules the world? What is humanity for? What happens when power becomes sacred?

A third strand is the lived history of Judah among surrounding cultures. The people of Judah did not develop their faith in
isolation. They lived near Canaanite traditions, under the shadow of empires, and eventually within Babylon itself. In 597
BCE, many Judean elites were deported to Babylon. In 587/586 BCE, Jerusalem and the First Temple were destroyed. This
was not just a political disaster; it was a spiritual crisis. If Jerusalem was lost, if the temple was gone, if Babylon seemed
powerful, what did that mean for faith in Yahweh?

That meeting of story, empire and suffering may be where older stories became sharper. Creation was not just about how the
world began; it was about whether God brings order when life feels chaotic. Exile was not just being far from home; it was
about whether a people could survive without losing their identity. Stories of family conflict, promise and blessing became
ways of asking how faith continues when everything familiar has been shaken.

This seems to be a common pattern in many faiths. Stories begin in the space between memory, imagination, fear and hope.
Over time, they become sacred traditions. They teach people how to live, what to value, what to fear, what to hope for, and
how to understand suffering. That does not mean faith is “just made up”. Nor does it mean every religion is saying the same
thing. But it does suggest that faith often begins with human beings using story to reach towards meaning.

Perhaps the most important question is not simply, “Did this happen exactly like this?” Different readers will answer that
differently. A better shared question may be, “What were these stories trying to do?” Were they warning against pride?
Naming jealousy? Explaining suffering? Holding a people together? Giving hope after disaster?

Ancient stories still matter because the questions have not gone away. Families still divide. Communities still argue over
identity. Empires still overpower smaller peoples. Human beings still ask why the world is unfair, why violence begins, and
whether justice and hope can survive.

So when we read these old story-worlds, we are not only looking backwards. We are looking at the way people have always
tried to make sense of life. Somewhere between myth, memory and faith, ancient people asked questions we are still asking
now.

STOP Paying Over the Odds for Glasses! o
NEW PRESCRIPTION Pllates
GLASSES FROM JUST £50 Classes "M :
© I

' Holl

Top quality Indoor and Outdoor plants

B Huge range of frames at rock bottom prices.

. A g Y

u B”ng your prescription (or we'll check your lenses) Beginner friend\y Pilates classes — Stllnd’él“‘gg: Peterborough collection or local delivery at cost

B Reglaze your own frames too to improve strength, posture ‘ ; A 3 Se2TiY |

M Quality lenses — Affordable prices and felxibility R N4 >

T NEW SPEX . 9 b 0
Prescription Gl. 5 . P

ity oymsarar St s Orton Wistow 3 Y

Community Centre

Chair Pilates  Mat Pilates

2:00.. 3:00..

Whether you want to feel better in your body,
try something new, or just make some
friends, our class is fun, welcoming and a
Book via the website today or leave great all over strength and stretching session.

a message and we'll get back to you T E ©
www.newspex.co.uk

For more info or to book a class please email

07516 109607

A Find us on Facebook @
info@newspex.co.uk o

hollystandbrookpilates@gmail.com Trees Plants Shrubs and Bulbs’

or call 07894436140

www.abigjay.com
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UPTO
20% OFF

‘= Blinds in Harmony

\ For all your Blinds, Curtains and Awnings

Handmade Blinds & Curtains
Domestic and Commercial

Vertical, Roller, Pleated, Vision,
Roman Blinds, Venetian Blinds,

Conservatory Blinds and Sails
Perfect Fit and INTU Blinds
Awnings and Canopies
Child Safety Devices,

The Old Chapel, North Green, Coates, Whittlesey, Peterborough PE7 2B0

Opening Hours: Monday te Friday 10.00am to 4.00pm
Telephone 0800 028 2942 or 01733 840258 « enquiries@blindsinharmony.co.uk
Visit us at www.blindsinharmony.co.uk

REDWOOD HONLEY

100% Natural 100% Local 100% to Charity

Natural local honey from Orton beehives
: direct from the Beekeeper
100% of sales go to charity:

Redwood Honey are pleased to announce that our
charity for 2025/26 is Mind.

When you're living with a mental health problem,
or supporting someone who is, having access to
the right information is vital.

Local Minds are independent charities that help
people with their mental health across England
and Wales. Each local Mind offers different
services, based on what local people need. This
can include things like counselling and support
from others with similar experiences. Click here

for more information -

Many thanks to all our customers, we have lots of
Honey to keep us going through winter.

Rooms/Halls for hire

The Colonel Dane Memorial Hall
Church Street, Alwalton
A modern well equipped hall with kitchen available for
hire, with large car park, in a beautiful setting.

A large meeting room is also available independently or
in addition to the hall. Ideal for meetings, parties,
dancing, art, keep fit and other group activities.

For further information and bookings contact
Emma on 07773 170193

This is a mobile number and may not always be
answered, so you may need to call again, do please
include your number clearly and slowly for a return call,
as well as your name if the answer phone kicks in.
Without this essential information a call back is
impossible!

Herlington Community Centre
Orton Malborne
Telephone 233132
(leave a message if no reply for details)

Orton Wistow Community Centre
Is available for hire, ideal location for
children’s parties and other functions.
There is a large hall, lounge kitchen and outdoor play
area.

Please contact our bookings clerk at
OrtonWistowCommunityCentre@gmail.com
Or phone 07821 704722
Website:
www.OrtonWistowCommunityCentre.org

Orton Waterville Village Hall
Glebe Avenue PE2 5EN To find out what’s on and to
contact us please go to:-
www.ortonwatervillevillagehall.wordpress.com

https://www.mind.org.uk/
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If you or anyone you know have difficulty reading,
why not have it read to you? The Oracle is
recorded on tape, and can be reproduced on
tape, pen drive or CD
then just email us:
ortonoracle@hotmail.co.uk

www.abigjay.com
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With summer now well and truly with us why not come out and join us The Botolph Green Wednesday Evening Walk - (Started up again on

on our free and friendly walks around the Ortons, whenever you can
find time. Get some fresh air and exercise and meet up with friendly
walkers for a chat along the way. Simply turn up on the day, join the
walk and enjoy the company and the great outdoors. (Dogs, under
your control, are welcome too). We look forward to seeing you,
whenever you can make it.

Ramblewood Walk

Every Thursday morning at 11.00am

Meeting place: The Ramblewood Inn car park, at Orton Hall, Orton
Longueville PE2 7DN

Approx. 1 hour (3 miles/5km)

Don Worby - 07722 367302 or 01733 236218 or email
don.worby@ntlworld.com

Hampton Vale

Every Tuesday morning at 11.00am

Meeting place: Outside the Sue Ryder shop in Stewartby Avenue.
PE7 8ND

60 minutes approx.

Don Worby - 07722 367302 or 01733 236218 or email
don.worby@ntlworld.com

Ferry Meadows Three Lakes morning walk

Every Monday at 10.00am

Meeting place: Visitor Centre/café in Ferry Meadows. PE2 5UU
45 - 60 minutes (dependant on attendees)

Barry Oxbury on 07931 179962 or 01733 713206 or email
barryoxbury@hotmail.co.uk

Ferry Meadows afternoon walk

Every Thursday afternoon at 1.30pm

Meeting place: Visitor Centre/café in Ferry Meadows. PE2 5UU
45 - 60 minutes (dependant on attendees)

Barry Oxbury on 07931179962 or 01733 713206 or email
barryoxbury@hotmail.co.uk

Wednesday 8th April 2026 and continues weekly until September
2026)

Every Wednesday evening at 7.00pm and weekly until September
2026.

Meeting place: Please park on roads adjoining Botolph Green, just off
Oundle Road, Peterborough, PE2 7WE. (Please note this change)

Walk length Approx 60-75 minutes Walk leader: Steve Nikel - 07563
257409

Botolph Green/Orton Longueville/Ferry Meadows walks

E Erid . 11,00

Meeting place: Please park on roads adjoining Botolph Green, just
off Oundle Road, Peterborough, PE2 7WE.

60-90 minutes

Barbara Parsons — 07763 345817

Bereavement Wellbeing Walks

On the First Saturday of each month at 10.30am.
Meeting place. Notcutt’s car park PE2 5UU.

Approx 60 -75 minutes.
Cruse Bereavement Support Volunteers. Contact Peterborough Cruse
by email at peterborough@cruse.org.uk

Central Park Walk

3rd Saturday of each month at 10.30am

The Willow Cafe, in Central Park, Peterborough PE1 4DX

Approx 30 - 60 minutes

Cruse Bereavement Support Volunteers. Contact Peterborough Cruse
by email at peterborough@cruse.org.uk

City Centre Walk — Cathedral Green, Peterborough City Centre

Meeting place: Cathedral Precincts, just inside the Norman
Archway main entrance, PE1 1XS
Approx. - 90 minutes

ST T PR o T2V
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Smiths Funeral Directors

Local Independent Family Owned business,
cnsuring the highest quality of personal carc and guidance

Directors: Ian & Ruth Smith P
Mark & Naomi Smuth Dip. FD st
Offering a full range of funerals at very competitive prices
Ilome visits available in all areas of Peterborough
Golden Charter pre-payment tuncral plans available
Ample parking and easy access for the disabled

01733 347474 (24 hour service)

Church View House, 75 High St. Fletton, PE2 8DT

1 . 5 o L g :‘
www_smiths[uncraldireclors@bleonnect.com solden C
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Orton Oracle 2026

IMPORTANT - Advertising copy and instructions for the next
issue are required by the 5th of previous month. Whilst every
care is taken to ensure accuracy we do not accept
responsibility for loss, damage or omission caused by error in
our publication. Adverts are accepted on the understanding
that descriptions of goods/services are fair and accurate. The
views expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers.

Volunteer Production Team :

Editor: J. L. Din
Treasurer: T. L Din
Distribution: T. Henderson
Liaison: C. Menzies

& ). Hillier

Contact : ortonoracle@hotmail.co.uk
07368 578150
www.abigjay.com

www.abigjay.com
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J.B.DECORATING

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING
REQUIREMENTS
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

CAL DECORATOR.NO JOB TOO
SMALL.
FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE.

FREE QUOTATIONS.
CALL JUSTIN
01733705760 or 07835283234

Lambes Garden Services

For all your garden needs:

. Grass Cutting

. Hedge Trimming

. Garden Clearance

. Tree Felling

All types of Fencing

?(
g | | 1A a free quote
07970 951091 or 01733 735369
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. — Keep this number handy

e 01733 698151 <

You may need it to contact your local

Electrician

i
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Do you find it difficult to get someone to come and do a small electrical job? ]
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
i
1
1
1
1
1

Google

Tired of weiting in for disorganised Electricians?
CALL MARTIN for a fast response!

Small Electrical Jobs — Electrical Safety checks — Garden wiring — Outdoor lighting
Plus much more

We guarantee you an organised and reliable
service from quote to completion

Contact : Ray - 07718074415 / Craig - 07702575341 / Mabbs@hotmail.co.uk

RJM LANDSCAPING & GARDENING

www.rjmgardening.co.uk

* (learances
* Patio's

* Fencing

* Tree felling
* Turfing

& much more..

(01733) 390620

Open Mon-5Sat

@r

STUDIO N4

Unisex hair salon
4 Matley Centre
Qrto Irimbles

c

10% off Senior citizens 10% off Students
Mon, Tue and Wed Thurs and Fri
{excludes retall preducts & can te subject to change)
Ladies - Gents - Children
Cutting - Colouring - Styling - Perms - Occasion hair

FREEVIEW FREESAT SKYTV

TV aerial & satellite installations & repairs
Extra TV aerial & satellite points
TV wall-mounting service

fs(?e?u
ERIALS IETE=E

07818 550 908

3viewaerials.co.uk

Suplporjing you thr

& s

Sports Therapy

ough life every Jay...

,'_‘5 Q‘“

Foot Care Holistic Therapies

A family run business. At the Fane Clinic our team of friendly, highly
professional and experienced practitioners take great pride of helping
you be the best versions of yourself through our range of treatments and
services.

Sports therapy, foot care services including nail surgery and holistic
therapies. Home visits available on request for foot care in Peterborough
and surrounding areas.

The Old Farmhouse, Freston, Paston Ridings, Peterborough PE4 7XB
@ 01733571555 @ www.thefaneclinic.co.uk

ESTABLISHED ® Alarm installation and
TRUSTWORTHY & LOCAL maintenance
CARPENTER & * Wood / Tile / Laminate flooring
BUILDER Whether you have a large

building project, repair or

WITH 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE .
alterations -

* Extensions

e Garage Conversions

e Bathrooms

e Kitchens

¢ Renovations /Alterations

Please contact for a FREE
quotation and advice with all
your home improvements

e Electrical and Plumbing CD HALL

* Roofing

e Conservatories and Windows BUILDERS

e Carpentry Telephone: 01733 575324
/07850610637 or Email:

clint.hall2020@outlook.com

www.abigjay.com
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Computer Problems?

For quick and friendly service
Call Paulon 07712 266461

New PCs, repair and
upgrades, Virus removal

NICHE COMPUTERS

Orton Goldhay,
Solving problems since 2000

Please mention the

Orton Oracle if you

contact any of our
advertisers

AR

REFLECTION UK
Windows, Doors, Glazing

Windows
Composite Doors
Upvc Doors
Bifolding Doors
Double Glazing
Single Glazing
Bespoke Mirrors

We wouid love to hear about your project,
honest advice given. Please call for a chat or
alternatively send us an email.

Tel: 01733 639122 or 07359 312168

Email - Info@reflectionuk.com
Web = www.reflectionuk.com

C.M. DECORATING
Tel: 01733 331899,
Mob: 07889154994

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Paper hanging, coving and
artexing

FREE ESTIMATES

B Rollings Decorating

A City and Guilds Qualified
Decorator with over 20 years
experience. A Specialist in both
residential and commercial
decoration. A high quality of
Workmanship at a realistic price.

) Please call \;;
- Ben on :

07825 705794 or email

ALTERATIONS

4

SKIRTS, TROUSERS
) ETC
REASONABLE PRICES

Call JAN
on 236851

| also make hand crafted cards
for all occasions which can be
personalised.
To order
Just give me a call !

Mason & Co.

M ACCOUNTANTS

Co.

SMALL COMPANY, SELF EMPLOYED
AND SUB-CONTRACTOR
SPECIALIST.

EXPERT AND FRIENDLY SERVICE
FOR LOW FEES.

ALL FEES AGREED IN ADVANCE.

ACCOUNTANCY
SELF ASSESSMENT RETURNS
PERSONAL TAXATION
VAT & BOOKKEEPING
BUSINESS START UP
PAYROLL
CIS

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
(WE CAN VISIT YOU IF REQUIRED)

TELEPHONE: 01832 776222
MOBILE: 07872833970
EMAIL: mail@mcoaccountants.co.uk

P.A. Henderson

For all your quality interior/exterior
decorating at reasonable rates by a
reliable, flexible, local decorator.

P.A. Henderson

call for free estimate

01733 854385

07568 174365

or

email
.a.henderson001

-4 1N

mail.com

S i3 Q

SANTORO FITNESS

WITH DEDICATION COMES DIFFERENCE
EST. 2025

Phone: 07542842643
Email: djsantoro@outlook.com

TAURUS
117 ROOFING
07747 560450

‘ 45+ years experience

[ 6 HOME VISIT MOBILE PERSONAL TRAINERJ

AVAILABLE MONDAY TO SATURDAY

Clive Taylor

Carpenter & Joiner

« Bespoke carpentry

« Doors, skirting, stairs, wardrobes
« Complete building works

« AUPVC

« Security - Flectric garage doors

Please call:

07889 847305

for more information

Web: www.divetaylor.org.uk
Email: divetaylorl@outlook.com
Mob: 07889 847305

Printed by: K J S Print to Mail Services Ltd, 9-12 Astore Park, Padholme Road East, Peterborough PE1 5XL.

Telephone: 0845 308 2007; email: sales @kjsmail.co.uk
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